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February 20, 2018 

Subject:    NEW CAPP PUBLICATION: CODE OF PRACTICE FOR CONFINED SPACE 

Be advised that a new code of practice for confined space has been developed and 
approved by CAPP’s Industry Confined Space Task Group. 

OVERVIEW 
Working in or around a confined space is a high-risk activity. Across Canada, a significant 
number of people are killed or seriously injured in confined spaces each year. This 
happens in a wide range of industries, from those involving complex plants to simple 
storage vessels. Those affected include people working in the confined space and those 
who try to rescue them, often without appropriate training and equipment. The regulations 
governing confined space activities vary significantly from one jurisdiction to the next.  
 
This Code of Practice for Confined Space was developed by the upstream oil and gas 
industry to provide Canadian regulators with a recommendation for the harmonization of 
Federal, Provincial and Territorial confined space regulatory requirements. 

KEY POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION  

− Working in or around a confined space is a high risk activity. Across Canada, a 
significant number of people are killed or seriously injured in confined spaces each 
year. This happens in a wide range of industries, from those involving complex 
plants to simple storage vessels. Those affected include people working in the 
confined space and those who try to rescue them, often without appropriate training 
and equipment.  

− The regulations governing confined space activities vary significantly from one 
jurisdiction to the next. The analysis of the cross-jurisdictional review concluded that 
it was not possible, even with major changes, to develop a single harmonized 
confined space regulation that would meet the requirements in each jurisdiction. As 
a result, a confined space regulatory framework was initiated to achieve the 
identified safe work objectives.  

− As a national baseline, this code of practice also serves as a recommended 
regulatory framework for the future evolution of confined space regulations across 
the country.  
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SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

− The Code of Practice for Confined Space was developed by the upstream oil and 
gas industry to provide Canadian regulators with a recommendation for the 
harmonization of Federal, Provincial and Territorial confined space regulatory 
requirements.  

− Codes of Practice set out industry standards of conduct and provide guidance to 
employers, supervisors, contractors and workers that can be used – AS AN OPTION 
- to meet and/or exceed the requirements of OHS legislation. 

The Code of Practice for Confined Space is now available on CAPP’s public website at this 
LINK. 

Steven Dale Berg 
VP, Operations 

https://www.capp.ca/publications-and-statistics/publications/314341

